
 

Sunday Morning Schedule  
Choir Practice 9:00  --  Worship 10:00 

Coffee Hour at 11:00 

The Monthly Newsletter of the  

First Congregational Church of Oroville, California 
 

Informing you of our Ministry - Inviting you to Worship with us - Welcoming you always 
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The Monthly Newsletter of the First Congregational Church of Oroville 

Dolores Devol - editor 

The  CHIMES The  CHIMES 

Greetings! 

   We've had an eventful two month hiatus since our last Chimes issue. 

We're grateful that Art is back to better health and has returned to edit our 

newsletter. 

   Since that last issue Oroville experienced the dam emergency and evacua-

tions which affected many of our congregation and 180,000 others in 

Oroville and in communities down river. 

   Oroville not only made the national new cycles for several days but also 

international news. We are thankful for the responses of our county officials 

and sheriff for their work. Now the Cleanup and repairs are underway. 

   Meanwhile we have traveled through the Epiphany season to Transfigura-

tion and now into Lent. Rapidly we are approaching Holy Week and Easter. 

   Sadly we lost our good friend LaMont Ponder whose memorial was Feb-

ruary 4 in Oregon. Our prayers continue for the family  

   We have been approached by the Jordon Crossing Church, which meets at 

the Open Door Church in Oroville. They would like to discuss ''nesting'' at 

our church: this means a congregation that meets and uses another church 

building but does not join the church. The meeting times are different. 

   The Trustees have had one informal meeting with some of the Jordon 

Crossing people who have visited with us in worship. Our Trustees have 

also met and discussed the venture. As I have advised the Trustees we are in 

a “100 step discovery mode.” We are now at step two. We are in no hurry 

as we need to discover the many aspects of such a ministry together, some 

no doubt challenging. The next step is to meet with their Board of Trustees. 

They are a non-profit corporation. As these steps develop and if a decision 

is reached this will necessitate a Special Congregational Meeting of our 

church membership. 

   The CCCO has held its annual Hunger Walk on Saturday, 3/28/17. It was 

moved from the Feather River Park to Playtown USA, due to the flooding 

issues. 

First Congregational Church of Oroville 
1715 Bird Street, Oroville, California 

A great place to grow in Faith, Hope, and Love. 
 

Worship Leaders 

Jerry Hambleton — Pastor 

John Zenor — Organist 

Regina Jensen—Choir Director 
 

 
 

 

Our Sunday Schedule 

9:00 am  Choir Practice  Chapel  

10:00 am  Sunday Service  Sanctuary  

11:00 am  Coffee & Fellowship Social Hall 
 

First Tuesday of the month 

9:30 am  Women’s Fellowship Social Hall 
 

Every Tuesday 

1:00 pm   Sewing Group   Youth Room 
 

Every Thursday 

5:00 pm  Choir Practice  Chapel 

 

Administrative Asst./Bookkeeper 

Sandy Bolt 
 

Church Office Hours 

Monday thru Friday  8:00-12:00 

 (530) 533-2483 
 
 

Website www.fccoroville.org 

WORDS FROM THE PASTOR 



   The CCCO'S annual Good Friday 2-hour service, with choirs and four 

ministers, with 15 minute segments, will meet at our church Friday 4/14/17. 

I will be one of the four. 

   Many things are going on in the life of the church. Check the calendar for 

all other activities. 

 

Sincerely, 

Pastor Jerry 

 

 

 

******************************************** 

 

 

REPORTS 
 

Council... 
 

Our church has been busy these days with its ongoing community outreach 

and as a spiritual anchor in our downtown environment. Having completed 

a meaningful and inspiring 160th birthday our church now looks forward to 

the days ahead, especially the role it may play in getting our area back on 

track again during the current crisis at the Oroville Dam. 
 

We are indebted to those who are doing such outstanding service on our 

various boards. Compliments are also in order for our music ministry. The 

special talents of Kathy, Eleanor, Chris, and John are an extra blessing in-

deed. Memorial name plates in honor of Joy Drobish Apra and Russell 

Quackenbush have been ordered. 
 

It was a pleasure to present Shirley Stapp with a Certificate of Appreciation 

for all the help she has been over several years, and we wish her the very 

best as she moves down south to be with her daughter. It is also a pleasure 

to welcome Jeannie Maes back from her latest sojourn to Mexico. 
 

We continue to get our historical records properly filed and offer thanks 

again to Vinita Barwick for the time she spent saving many news clippings 

and programs which have been displayed on special occasions. 
 

Oh yes! We still have a couple of vacancies on the council, so anyone who 

is willing and able is invited to let us know. 

The  CHIMES 

Best wishes to all as we move forward in the year ahead. 

 

Jim Lenhoff, Moderator 

 

 

Trustees... 
March 8, 2017 
 

This was a busy meeting as we did not have a February meeting. 
 

Our choir director, Regina Jensen, has had to be out of town recently so 

Cathy Hardy & John Zenor have kept the choir & music rolling when Regi-

na is unable to be here. 
 

I reported on various building maintenance issues that need to be consid-

ered. One of the roof heating units was repaired but several will need to be 

replaced in the foreseeable future. There are a lot of roof units. Several on 

the Annex building roof were repaired last summer. Also, 2 annex toilets 

have to be replaced although the YMCA will either pay for that or share 

costs. 
 

YMCA director, Edwin Gredivig and his assistant Jackie, gave us prelimi-

nary plans which may entail additions to their program at our Annex build-

ing. We discussed the possibly of a long term lease arrangement rather than 

hourly, day by day children's vacation days or summer months children's 

program. This would  benefit us both. The YMCA would not want to make 

improvements without a lease.  
 

“Jordon’s Crossing” has expressed interest in renting areas in our main 

church building on a regular basis. They have been meeting elsewhere and 

have outgrown those facilities. There will be more discussions and then a 

Congregational meeting of members to decide if this would be feasible. 
 

It was noted that we do not have flood insurance. The cost would likely be 

prohibitive but I’ve not checked recently.  
 

It was noted that the replacement value of our organ is now at $700,000. 

We are covered by insurance but will be reviewing this. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Jane Warmack 

Trustee Chairperson 

The  CHIMES 



Diaconate… 
March 2017 
 

April is here and Easter is coming soon.  We are again hosting the Good 

Friday service from 12-2:00 on Friday, April 14th.  We will have four dif-

ferent pastors, each serving for ½ hour with some music and a special ser-

mon. People can come and go as they please but are encouraged to hear the 

presentation from all the different pastors. It is a beautiful and special ser-

vice.  If you have never attended, you should come by and join us. 
 

On Easter Sunday we will be having a regular service here to celebrate the 

special occasion and will also feature communion.  All are welcome. 
 

We appreciate all members of the congregation who serve as lectors for the 

Sunday service.   Please let me know if you are interested, we would wel-

come all who are comfortable in doing this. 
 

We will again start Bible Study after Easter.  Hope you can attend as it is 

held after the Sunday Service lasting about an hour. 

 

Shirley Quackenbush 

 

 

 

Women’s Fellowship... 
 

Women’s Fellowship has been busy planning fund raisers and keeping 

track of church members. The evacuations and confusion kept us from hav-

ing our usual Soup Luncheon, so we are moving full speed ahead on our 

Salad Luncheon and Card Party planed for April 7th from 12:00 to 3:00. 

Ladies are encouraged to provide two salads and we will meet on Thursday 

April 6th at 10:00 to decorate. Please check the work board to see if there is 

a job you can help with. Gentlemen are needed too. 
 

Sewing Group will meet at 1:00 in the Library. Bring projects you are 

working on, bring a friend and join our continuing fellowship. 
 

Our next meeting is Tuesday April 4 at 9:30. 

 

Kathy Hardy 

 

 

The  CHIMES 

Music… 
 

We are working on building our ranks and challenging our abilities. We 

miss Eden and hope she will be back with us soon. 
 

Regina has been dealing with family and business in L.A. and stuck by 

evacuations. Hopefully she will be back with us soon also. 
 

We enjoyed having Bruce Hagen with us 2 weeks ago. We are talking 

about hosting a “Concert” with Bruce, John, Regina and some other friends 

combining talents. 
 

We no longer have a choir director, John is going to check with the college 

to see if he can find a new one. 

 

Kathy Hardy 

 

 

*************************************** 

The  CHIMES 

 

Chimes 
 

If you thought you didn’t get it, you were right. The 

Chimes missed being published in February and 

March of this year due to illness of the assistant  

editor who does the computer work. 
 

He is now recovered and doing well, so this month  

marks the return of the Chimes. Hope you all enjoy 

it. 

 

     Editor 



 

The  CHIMES 

 

The  CHIMES 

Edie Wood  

One Great Hour of Sharing 
 

In April, during Lent, our UCC Wider Church Ministries asks you to 

open your hearts to help those worldwide with our ONE GREAT 

HOUR OF SHARING offering. The theme for this year is: YOU ARE 

HERE. 
 

(Matthew 25:40) “Just as you did it to one of the least of these who are 

members of my family, you did it to me.” When you give through our 

UCC Mission, to those who suffer from natural disasters, war, or sys-

temic poverty, you let them know; YOU ARE HERE. 
 

Our offering will be taken during the church services, or you may send 

your contribution to the church office. We thank you for your generous 

support of those who need our help. 

 

     Your Mission Board 



 

The  CHIMES 

 

The  CHIMES 

 

Jeannie Maes in Mexico  
 

Christmas at the dump  

 Dec 12/26/16   
 

Here are pictures of shoes, taking them out 

to the dump and setting up, and then some 

of the two or three thousand people who 

came to get free shoes. Many children got 

nice school shoes because of all of you. 

Many thanks.  

 

Jeannie 

 

You are cordially invited to this popular and 
enjoyable annual event presented  by Wom-

en’s Fellowship of the 

First Congregational 
Church 

Corner of Bird and Oak Streets,  
Oroville, CA. 

Friday, April 7, 2017 
11:00 am to 3:00 pm 

 
$10.00 Donation  

Boxes of shoes stacked in the back 

Setting up Lining up to receive shoes 



The  CHIMES 

 

Where’s Melvin? 
 

Church mouse Melvin is hiding somewhere in the pages of the 

Chimes.   Can you find him? 

 

PARKING 
Sunday and evening parking for church attendees is available at 
the following locations by agreement between the Church and 

the owners of the lots. 
 

Lot behind the Cal Oro Manufacturing building on the NE corner 
of Bird and Oak Streets. 

 

Department of Education lot on the SW corner of Lincoln & Bird. 
 

 
 

 

The  CHIMES 

Old Bills 
 

   An old dollar bill and an even older $20 arrive at a Federal Reserve 

Bank to be retired. 

   "I've had a pretty good life," the $20 says. "I've been to Vegas, the 

finest restaurants in New York, and even on a Caribbean cruise." 

   "You did have an exciting life!" the dollar says. 

   "Where have you been?" the $20 asks. 

   "Oh, I've been to the Methodist church, the Baptist church, spent 

some time with the Lutherans..." 

   "Wait," the $20 interrupts. "What's a church?"  

SATURDAY, MAY 6, 2017 
The May 6th ‘Walk for Life’ is a fund-raiser for the PREGNANCY  

Resource Center which provides FREE assistance to those facing un-

planned pregnancy situations. The center is supported by donations and 

fund-raisers which allow them to provide services which include testing, 

counseling, and practical help with prenatal and infant care.  
 

Forms for entering the Walk are available in the social hall at the church. 

Also a large jar is provided for the collection of the forms. 



Jesus and Satan 
Engage in 

Computer Competition  
 

 

 

Jesus and Satan were having an ongoing argument about who was bet-

ter on his computer. 
 

They had been going at it for days, and God was tired of hearing all of 

the bickering. 
 

Finally, God said, “Cool it! I am going to set up a test that will run two 

hours and I will judge who does the better job.” 
 

So Satan as Jesus sat down at the keyboards and typed away. 
 

They moused. They did spreadsheets. they wrote reports. They sent fax-

es. They sent e-mail. They sent e-mail with attachments. 
 

They downloaded. They did some genealogy reports. They made cards. 

They did every known job. 
 

But ten minutes before their time was up, lightning suddenly flashed 

across the sky, thunder rolled, the rainpoured, and of course, the elec-

tricity went off. 
 

Satan stared at his blank screen and screamed every curse word known 

in the Underworld. Jesus just sighed. 
 

The electricity finally flickered back on and each of them restarted their 

computers. Satan started searching frantically, screaming it's gone! “It's 

all gone! I lost everything when the power went out!” 
 

Meanwhile, Jesus quietly started printing out all of his files from the 

past two hours. Satan observed this and became irate. “Wait! He cheat-

ed! How did he do it?” 
 

God just shrugged and said, “Jesus saves.” 

 

     Submitted by Jane Warmack 
Chimes Deadline will be Tuesday, Apr. 25 

Articles may be left in the Chimes box at the church office 

or e-mail to adevol@comcast.net 

BIRTHDAYS 
 

8 Jennie Lenhoff Perry 

23 Janice Zenor 

24  Bea Grant 

30 Edie Wood 

ANNIVERSARIES 
 

None on file. 

 

If you are not on the Anniversary or 

Birthday list, but would like to be, 

please let the editor know. 

The  CHIMES The  CHIMES 

Monthly Financial Update 

For the Month of March  
Thru 3/12/17 

 

Approved annual budget for 2016–2017  $   94,712.00 

Budget needs for each week:   $     1,821.38 

Budget needs each month:   $     7,892.66 

—————————————————————————— 

Income for the month: 

 Pledges, gifts & tithes:    $    2,901.01 

 Garden Fund, Organ Maint., W/F Tithe, 

 Rental      $       385.00 

               

    

TOTAL INCOME FOR THE MONTH:  $    3286.01 

 


